Data to Action:
Turning Findings into Recommendations

Nicole Andersen, Child Fatality Review Program Director




Child Fatality Review Mission

To review child deaths in order to
promote an understanding of the
causes of childhood deaths as well
as to create and carry out
recommendations to prevent
future childhood deaths.
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Developing SMART
Recommendations
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SMART Recommendations

S Specific} ~

Specific recommendations include:

1. What are we trying to prevent?

2. Why are we trying to prevent it?

3. How can we prevent it?

(L Who should we engage to prevent it? /




SMART Recommendations

Measurable} N

Measurable recommendations allow us to
track if progress is being made.




SMART Recommendations

Attainable} ~

Attainable recommendations are realistic

and possible considering the complexity of

the issue at hand and the resources
available.
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SMART Recommendations

R Relevant}

Recommendations need to be relevant to
the type of preventable death they are
aiming to prevent.
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SMART Recommendations

T Time-based}

Recommendations should consider the
timeline.
1. Is this a long-term recommendation?

~

2. Is this a short-term recommendation?
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SMART Recommendations

T Time-based} ~

Recommendations should consider the
timeline.

1. Is this a long-term recommendation?
2. Is this a short-term recommendation? Y,

\2

Recommendations made
in the annual reports are
generally for the full
calendar year.
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By December 2025, launch a targeted child
motor vehicle related-death prevention
program, collaborating with local health
departments, community organizations,
and law enforcement agencies to decrease

the percent of deaths due to improper car
seat use by expanding public awareness
and access to car seats through the Child
Safety Fund, emphasizing promotion in
underserved and high-risk communities in
the state.
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In a review meeting, your local team reviewed 2 fire-related

deaths. The deaths were separate occasions, but neither
home had a functional fire alarm installed. The deaths were

deemed probably preventable. Based on the reviews, the

team would like to develop SMART prevention
recommendations to share with the state team.
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In a review meeting, your local team reviewed 2
fire-related deaths. The deaths were separate
occasions, but neither home had a functional fire
alarm installed. The deaths were deemed probably
preventable. Based on the reviews, the team would
like to develop SMART prevention
recommendations to share with the state team.
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In a review meeting, your local team reviewed 2 fire-
related deaths. The deaths were separate occasions, but
neither home had a functional fire alarm installed. The
deaths were deemed probably preventable. Based on the
reviews, the team would like to develop SMART prevention
recommendations to share with the state team.

In the next 12 months, leverage existing
outreach infrastructure and partner with local
schools, pediatric clinics, and community
organizations to promote the Get Alarmed, TN

program, particularly in high risk communities
as identified by the data, to increase the
number of homes with functional smoke
alarms to 95% (currently 92.6%).
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Recently, the team has reviewed several sleep-related
deaths. For many of these deaths, the infant was found
sleeping in an adult bed with no crib found in the home.
Thorough review of the circumstances surrounding the
deaths suggested that the families may not have had the
resources to obtain a crib. The deaths were deemed
probably preventable. Based on the reviews, the team would
like to develop SMART prevention recommendations to

share with the state team.
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In the next 12 months, distribute 100
cribs by partnering with local WIC
offices to make referrals for families in

need, to reduce the rate of sleep-
related deaths due to unsafe sleep
environment.
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Multiple Choice

Select the missing “SMART"”
component from the
following recommendations.




What element is missing?
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Develop and distribute evidence-
based safe sleep promotional
materials for parents and caregivers of
infants in high-risk communities to
increase awareness and adoption of

safe sleep practices. Design materials
in partnership with local healthcare
providers, disseminating through
clinics and parenting classes over the
next year.
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Contact Information

Nicole R. Andersen, MPH
Child Fatality Review Program Director

Nicole.R.Andersen@tn.gov
Office: (615) 253-2657
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