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Agenda

At the end of this presentation, attendees will have increased knowledge about:

PEDIATRIC NFR-CRS

Overview of the Pediatric 

National Fatality Review-

Case Reporting System (NFR-

CRS) and how data are used.

DATA QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT

Review how to identify areas 

for data quality 

improvement using NFR-CRS 

features.

RESOURCES AND Q&A

Provide additional resources 

available for learning. Answer 

questions.



PEDIATRIC NFR-CRS
Overview and Data Uses



The purpose is to systematically collect, analyze, and report 

comprehensive fatality review data that includes:

• Information about the fetus, infant, or child and their family.

• Services needed, provided, or referred.

• Risk and protective factors.

• Findings and recommendations.

• Factors affecting the quality of the review meeting.

Pediatric National Fatality 
Review-Case Reporting 
System (Pediatric NFR-CRS)
A National Tool for Fatality Review Teams

Learn more: https://ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/. 

https://ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/


Pediatric NFR-CRS 
Utilization

There are currently 49 states using the 
Pediatric NFR-CRS
• 49 use NFR-CRS for CDR
• 21 use NFR-CRS for FIMR

Each state uses NFR-CRS differently. Some have 
comprehensive reviews whereas others may 
only use NFR-CRS in one jurisdiction. 

Jurisdiction Using NFR-CRS for CDR and FIMR
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• Provide teams with simple ways to systematically collect 

comprehensive information on every death reviewed.

• Enable teams to easily analyze and report findings.

• Enable child health and safety advocates access to aggregate 

data to inform prevention, policy, and practice.

Why Are We Collecting 
These Data? 
Purpose



• Research Publications.

• Quick-Looks/Infographics.

• Policy (Local, State, and National).

• State Fact Sheets and Reports.

Pediatric NFR-CRS Data
Where Does it Go?



Policies and Guidelines

Data Dissemination Process

• De-identified Pediatric NFR-CRS data are available to researchers through an 

application process.

• 231,000 deaths in current researcher dataset.

• Research applications are reviewed by a committee of experts to assess:
• Quality of research questions.
• Proposed methodology.
• Consistency with the fatality review mission.

• Only researchers affiliated with institutions with IRB capacity may apply.

Learn more: https://ncfrp.org/data/data-dissemination/.

https://ncfrp.org/data/data-dissemination/


Identifying fatal poisonings 
using child fatality review, 
poison centre and death 

certificate data in the USA
Gaw, 2025, Inj Prev

Adolescent Firearm Suicides in 
the United States: Exploring 

Racial and Ethnic Differences, 
2004 to 2020

Weigend Vargas, 2024, Youth & 
Society

Characteristics of sudden 
unexpected infant deaths on 
shared and nonshared sleep 

surfaces
Erck Lambert, 2024, Pediatrics

Pediatric vehicular heatstroke: 
An analysis of 296 cases from 
the National Fatality Review 

Case Reporting System
Chandler, 2023, Traffic Inj Prev

Characteristics of Fatal 
Poisonings Among Infants and 
Young Children in the United 

States
Gaw, 2023, Pediatrics

Factors Associated with Child 
Maltreatment Fatality among 
Young Children with an Open 
Child Protective Services Case 

at Death
Batra, 2022, Child Abuse Rev

Peer Reviewed Publications

A Recent Sample



• Pediatrics is the official peer-reviewed journal of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).

• Includes 17 articles.

• Covers a variety of fatality review topic areas, including:

Pediatrics Special 
Supplement
Published November 2024

o Opioid poisonings.
o Sudden unexpected 

infant death (SUID).
o Suicide in children.

o COVID-19.
o Disaster or weather-

related drownings.



Scan to View 
Supplement Articles

Scan to View    
Video Abstract



Policy and Prevention
States Develop Prevention Recommendations



Policy and Prevention
States Develop Prevention Recommendations



DATA QUALITY
Identifying Areas for Improvement



Pediatric NFR-CRS

By The Numbers

49 states using the 
NFR-CRS for CDR

About 2,000 
authorized users

Over 1,300 CDR teams 
have recorded a death 

in the NFR-CRS

More than 285,000 
deaths have been 

entered



• Missing data.

• Unknown data.

• Inconsistent data.

• Overuse of “other” specify field.

• Entering identifying information into text fields (e.g., 

Section O. Narrative).

• Timeliness of data entry.

Persistent Data Quality 
Challenges
Pediatric NFR-CRS



Background

Data Quality Initiative (DQI)

• Started in 2015 for child death review.

• Goal is to improve the quality and consistency of the data entered 

in the Pediatric NFR-CRS.

• Improve usefulness of the data at the state and national 

level for identifying prevention strategies.

• Monitoring the effectiveness of prevention measures that 

have been implemented. 

• Find more at https://ncfrp.org/data/data-quality-initiative/. 

https://ncfrp.org/data/data-quality-initiative/


Priority Variables in the Pediatric NFR-CRS

National Center 
priority variables are 
indicated with a gold 
star. 

      CDC SUID and SDY 
Case Registry priority 
variables are indicated 
with a purple star.



2010-2011:
Questions added for 
CDC SUID Case Registry

2015:
Version 4.0; 
CDC SDY Case Registry

2020: 
Version 5.1; Life 
Stressors, updates to 
Suicide and Findings 
sections

2003-2004:
NFR-CRS developed 
by a workgroup 
representing 18 
states 

2008:
Version 2.0

2013:
Version 3.0

2018:
Version 5.0; FIMR 
module

2021:
COVID-19 Section 
added

2022:
Version 6.0; updates 
to cause of death 
sections

A 20-year journey

Building the Pediatric NFR-CRS

2005 2008

2005:
Version 1.0; piloted 
by select programs

2003-4 2010-11 2013 2015 2018 2020 2022 2023 20242021

2024:
Version 6.1; new 
data quality 
features



Overview of Changes

New Features in Pediatric 
NFR-CRS Version 6.1

• Automated Consistency Checks.

• New Case-Level Section: Data Quality Review.

• Automated Data Quality Summary Reports: Standardized Report 

#33.

• Larger Print Case Font Size.

• New Assigned Role for NFR-CRS Users: Case Viewer.



Consistency Checks

Automated Across Sections and Questions



Consistency Checks

Automated Across Sections and Questions



Overview of Changes

New Features in Pediatric 
NFR-CRS Version 6.1
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Data Quality Review Section

New Case Level Section



Overview of Changes

New Features in Pediatric 
NFR-CRS Version 6.1

• Automated Consistency Checks.

• New Case-Level Section: Data Quality Review.

• Automated Data Quality Summary Reports: Standardized Report 

#33.

• Larger Print Case Font Size.
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• Key element of the DQI.

• Based on priority variables.

• First data quality summary reports were prepared in 2016, 

reporting data for 2014 deaths; annual DQI summaries have 

been sent to every state in the fall.

• NOW you can generate a data quality summary report at any 

time and monitor your progress!

Automated Data Quality 
Summary Reports
Standardized Report #33



Standardized Reports

#33- Data Quality Summary of Priority Variables





DATA QUALITY SUMMARY REPORT

How to Use the Information
 Training tool.

 Monitor data quality; compare to national.

 Identify areas where you can act.

 Run reports more frequently (e.g., quarterly).

 Stratify by jurisdiction to see how individual teams are doing.

 Technical assistance available from the National Center.



Overview of Changes

New Features in Pediatric 
NFR-CRS Version 6.1

• Automated Consistency Checks.

• New Case-Level Section: Data Quality Review.

• Automated Data Quality Summary Reports: Standardized Report 

#33.

• Larger Print Case Font Size.

• New Assigned Role for NFR-CRS Users: Case Viewer.



DEMONSTRATION
If Time Allows



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
For Fatality Review Teams



DATA DICTIONARY USER MANUAL TRAINING SITE

A comprehensive guide to 

the data elements in the 

Pediatric NFR-CRS.

Available through the 

“Help” page in the 

Pediatric NFR-CRS.

Available to all Pediatric 

NFR-CRS users to practice 

using the system.

Resources
From the National Center

https://ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/ 

https://ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/


Help Page
A Summary of Resources



From the National Center

Webinars/Tutorials

• Pediatric NFR-CRS Version 6.1 Updates (presented July 10, 2024):

• https://vimeo.com/989695813 (passcode NCFRP)

• Using the Data Explorer feature (created August 3, 2021)

• https://vimeo.com/579859522  (passcode NCFRP)

• Video training modules: https://ncfrp.org/training-modules/ 

• Session 2: Best Practices for Improving Data Quality

• Session 10: NFR-CRS: Overview and Common Features

• Session 17: Data Download Training

https://vimeo.com/989695813
https://vimeo.com/579859522
https://ncfrp.org/training-modules/


Upcoming 2025 Sessions

National Center Office Hours

Visit ncfrp.org/center-resources/office-hours/ 
to register and view past sessions!

Date Topic

6/17/2025 Quality Assurance Practices
7/15/2025 Connecting Teams to Tribal Resources
8/19/2025 Meaningful Data Visualizations
9/16/2025 Reviewing Suicide Deaths

10/21/2025 Handling Conflicting Data
11/18/2025 Facilitating Difficult Conversations

12/16/2025 Interactive Meetings: Designing Live Icebreaker 
Dashboards



QUESTIONS?



CONTACT INFORMATION

2395 Jolly Rd., Suite 120
Okemos, MI 48864 Phone:  800-656-2434 info@ncfrp.org www.ncfrp.org

mailto:info@ncfrp.org
http://www.website.org/
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