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From 2022 through 2024, the RCORP Wilson County Project, in partnership with DrugFree WilCo, the MTSU Center for Health
and Human Services, and the Public Health Program, surveyed community attitudes toward people with opioid use disorder at
the Wilson County - Tennessee State Fair. This report summarizes three years of findings with a focus on Wilson County
residents — the primary target community of RCORP programming. Previous annual reports from Year 1 (2022) and Year 2

(2023) are also available at chhs.mtsu.edu/publications.

2024 Highlights

+21%

More Wilson County residents
accept MAT as effective
Up from 62% in 2022 to 83% in 2024

— the biggest measurable change
across three years

Blame &
Danger

stigma declined steadily in
Wilson County

Blame fell from 49% to 39%;
dangerousness from 70% to 61% over
three years

of Wilson County
respondents know someone
personally affected by SUD

This personal connection is linked to
lower stigma across every domain
measured

Data Collection / Demographics

Each year, RCORP staff and MTSU student volunteers
recruited adults at the Wilson County - Tennessee State
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Fair using digital (Qualtrics QR code) and paper survey
2022
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The survey asked respondents to rate their level of agreement with statements about individuals with opioid use disorder, covering
beliefs about dangerousness, personal responsibility, social distance, fatalism, and treatment. Below we present how Wilson County
residents responded across all three years, with the net change from 2022 to 2024 shown. For most items, fewer people agreeing
indicates less stigma — except for MAT and disease recognition (marked %), where higher agreement reflects more positive attitudes.

m = improvement m = worsening = minimal change (<2 points)

Wilson County Item-Level Agreement: 2022-2024 Change

MAT i ffective treatment * +21% Year
‘0
is an effective treatmen 2022
s 2023
Not comfortable w/ person in recovery marrying into family -18% 2024

Person with OQUD is unpredictable

Person w/ OUD is a threat to community

Person w/ OUD responsible for own condition

Would not vote for politician w/ addiction -9%

Would not let child play near person w/ OUD -5%

Dangerous to forget someone has addiction -4%

Bothersome to live near person w/ OUD -3%

Would not socialize with person w/ OUD %o

Hard to become friends w/ person w/ OUD -2%

Prefer not to work with person w/ OUD +

Once an addict, always an addict
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Drug abuse is a disease * -4%
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* Higher agreement = better attitude (positive items)

Biggest improvements in Wilson County (2022—2024): Acceptance of MAT as an effective treatment jumped . Beliefs
that people with OUD are unpredictable fell , and community threat perceptions fell . Blame also declined

eD.

Areas of concern: Fatalistic beliefs (“once an addict, always an addict”) increased slightly (+4%) and remain an area to monitor.
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Stigma Domain Changes — Wilson County, 2022 — 2024

The gauges below show the percentage of Wilson County respondents expressing stigmatizing beliefs in each domain. The lighter outer
arc shows the 2022 baseline; the darker inner arc shows 2024. Lower percentages = less stigma. The colored badge shows the net

change since 2022.

Stigma Domains: Wilson County 2022 -» 2024
(Lower % = Less Stigma)
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Dangerousness Blame Social Distance Fatalism
2024 (was 70% in 2022) 2024 (was 49% in 2022) 2024 (was 52% in 2022) 2024 (was 22% in 2022)

Wilson County vs. Other Counties by Domain

Wilson County showed more consistent improvement in blame and dangerousness, while non-Wilson respondents were more variable

year to year — suggesting a more coherent trend in the community directly reached by RCORP programming.
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MAT Acceptance: Wilson County residents showed the largest single-year gain in MAT acceptance in 2023 (62% — 88%), holding at
83% in 2024. Other-county respondents showed a smaller but consistent improvement.
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Wilson County - Community Context

Billboard Recall Personal Connection to SUD

A DrugFree WilCo billboard campaign aimed at reducing stigma Each year, respondents were asked whether they had a close

and promoting treatment ran from March 2022 onward. Wilson friend or family member affected by substance use disorder.
County residents consistently showed higher recall than

respondents from outside the county.

Among Wilson County residents, roughly two-thirds reported a
direct personal connection — and those with lived proximity to

OUD consistently showed lower stigma scores.
Billboard Recall by Year
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Takeaway: The convergence of sustained billboard recall, high personal connection to SUD, and improving MAT acceptance in
Wilson County suggests that community-level exposure to RCORP programming may be contributing to measurable attitude
change — particularly in reducing blame and dangerousness stigma.
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Prepared by Kahler W. Stone, DrPH, MPH; Michael Ayalon, PhD; and Cynthia Chafin, Ph.D., MCHES® — MTSU Center for Health and Human Services. Data were collected at the Wilson County -
Tennessee State Fair, 2022-2024, using a community-based repeated cross-sectional design. Supported by HRSA RCORP Grant #1 GATRH42913-01-00. IRB Protocol 22-1072 1q. For more information:
chhs.mtsu.edu/publications

This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance
award totaling $1,000,000 with 100% funded by HRSA/HHS and $0 amount funded by nongovernment sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA/HHS, or the U.S. Government. For more information, please visit hrsa.gov.
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